Henry Peak, Egmont National Park
On a clear day, Henry Peak in Egmont National Park is a memorable destination.
From the top of Mangorei Road, the trail begins on a gravel road before entering the forest after about 10
minutes. It’s not too steep to begin with and passes by huge rimu trees covered in epiphytes.
The trail gradually climbs up a lengthy series of boardwalks and steps that DOC has built to avoid the mud and
prevent erosion. It may start out moderately, but the going steepens for a good hour. However, once you hit
the area that flattens out in the head-highbush, the steep part is mostly over. At Pt1232, the trail veers to the
left. This section may have some wet and muddy spots.
Pouakai Hut will soon be visible just below the ridgetop up to the left
Before arriving at the hut, the trail pops out of the bush and crosses a saddle that will reveal how windy it is.
The trail is exposed from here on and you may want to have a break at the hut to see if the weather settles.
A few minutes past the hut, above bushline in the tussock, the trail comes to a boulder-strewn plateau with
excellent views. At the top of the ridge, Mt Taranaki looms across the Ahukawakawa Swamp.
The trail continues in a north-westerly direction and an easy 20-minute walk across tussock slopes leads to
the Pouakai Tarns.
Another 40 minutes along the trail is Henry Peak, the second along the ridge with an obvious trail ascending
it. But first, the trail drops to a saddle after Maude Peak before climbing again. The last climb is steep, with five
ladders.
It’s worth the effort though as the views from the 1224m summit are superb.
Wild File
Access Car park at the end of Mangorei Road
Grade Moderate
Time To Pouakai Hut, 1.5-2hr; To Pouakai, 60min
Distance 7.47km to Henry Peak
Total ascent 875m
Accommodation Pouakai Hut ($15, 16 bunks)
Topo50 map BJ29

Elevation Profile
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Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to map this route correctly, Wilderness does not accept responsibility for any errors. Users should plan their routes and gather as much
information as possible before departing. The GPX file associated with this route has been drawn using Memory-Map software, version 6. Use descretion when following the route,
especially when no track is marked on the map. The GPX file in these cases are a ‘best guess’ of the route only. Users should use a combination of GPS, visual observations, maps
and compass to find the best possible route. Memory Map shows purple tracks and hut icons as verified routes and huts. Red or blue routes are those drawn by Wilderness.
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